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To the Honorable the Legistative Couneit and
General dusembly of the stale of New Fersey,

The Trustees of the first Preshyterian church and congregation of Cranbury, woull
feepectfully invite the attention of your honorable body fo a subjoct regarding the
mlz:;gu and property of the congregation, of which they are the legally constituted
guardians,

About rix years ago, the necessity and prupeiety of building a new house of
orship began to be agitated, and s is generally the cusey in maliess of (h kind at
the first, there was s great div ity of opinion.” The majority of the cangregation

Spposed ta immediats action, and were for postponing the consideration of the
subject t some future period, owing to the great want of unanimity. This however
did not satisfy the minority, and after several meelings of the tion, fai
1 secure & majority in fuvour of the project, they withdrew, el
creation of a sécond churoh. . 'When this was decided upon,
soted with the minority, fecling that there was too much rashnees and recipitancy in
taking such u step, determined to sot with them no langery beosuse 1 ey believed it
much better to wait a little, when they had every ressoq ppose the object would
be accamplished with considerable unsnimity ln’JﬂiU\wldindm! the eon; ",
But those of the minority i : d their buildiog, and
wert incorporated as the seoond churah and congregati, of Cranbury. _They then

e Trustees of the first charch for & shacs of the property. This appli-
cation was respectfully answered in the negative, and the Trustces declined grant-
ing their requeat for two plain reaso
he p in question belonged to the Frust church, and was deed-
e Trustees in behwlfof that church, and. could not therefore be given to
::}-edr And n distinot. incorporated body, which would be alienating It frum fts origi-

that the spplicants might receive the benefits of said inprnhly
u with the church and con; tion to which it of right bel
their oum ey thereby relinquished all ng{;
it.

the Trustees of the second ehurch, snd

s an T tisfy
they then requested that their application should. be submitted t the whale conere.
tion. T sccardance with their wishes, » meeting of the congreguion was ealed

In

B this s when there was a large attendance of all the olders and sup-

porters.” The pequent of jre second church was laid before them, and the qu
as put, whether they would sceede 1o it, or not.  This question reoeived & aecided

Begative vote, only one diwenting.

I then hoped that the matter would there rest; but it a rs from a late
in one of the weekly papers of New Brunswick, that the Trustees of the
secand church are sbout to make application to your honorable body for the glmp
of & law granting them what Taey sup] their share of the property of the first
church. ~ Now, we bs the soting guaraions of (he Tights and property o the riner
snd congregation, objeot  to this course o the part of the ‘Frustees of e
their_cods, for the following ressons, which we hope your

in eases where rights and Tty are concern-
Vopery b comisd e e e
courts, and refer such cases at once for decision
e the judicial tribunals oonstituted. for the
gbisinog ihe ande o fonic,
o

g ihe eads of

riment. How anit
a0d settled according
mon,

ta resort to the proper tri.

tter, we will not object, but will be ready to meet them

there, where we do not fear that we will fail to sy ntiste the exclurire right of the
first churoh to their property,

2d. Should your honorsble body take definite sction on the memorial of th

ehiaroh, and istue said memorial sccording to um"nqrwh, it

that would endanger the poeos and prosperity of ll the

of any funds: and would throw open the door to

spplications of the sme kind at every mecting of the legislature § making your hon.




orable body, much of the time you are in session a_judici
of the property of churches, upon the application of ‘minaritics who choose to
draw: catablish this procedent, and any number of disaffected individusls in & gon=
ition coald come forward, and their share of the pmpmy retire, It
ﬂ bedivided and subdivided until o g neighborhood in a congregation would.
5 alint thale febpiolfro patton; wades the plia o building a nmcl
for um,am. Tn this way the funds of many churches would soan be frittered
mway. “And then what would become of the security of these trusts, whea leg
cies .m-dl; to pariculir omniu, could be 50 easily diverted from th
design of the donor, and & to others. It vident

oves 3 trusts.  We cannot but M there-
‘that your honorable body will not sanotion a. principle, and establish a prece.
drnl, the operation of which will be so extensively injurious.
January 11th, 1841,

RGE MORRIS,
AB DUNCAN, ‘Trustees

S POTTS,
I‘KTER DUNCAN,
AARON GULICK,

of the i
First PresbyterianChiurch
of Granbury,
JOHN BAIRD, N. .
CHHISTOPHER BERGEN,
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